
Select Arizona Sex 

Crimes Statutes



13-107(A) Statute of Limitations

 A prosecution for any homicide, any conspiracy 

to commit homicide that results in the death of a 

person, any offense that is listed in chapter 14 or 

35.1 of this title and that is a class 2 felony, any 

violent sexual assault pursuant to section 13-

1423, any violation of section 13-2308.01 or 13-

2308.03, any misuse of public monies or a felony 

involving falsification of public records or any 

attempt to commit an offense listed in this 

subsection may be commenced at any time. 

 Does not include 13-3212 (Child Sex Trafficking)



Position of Trust

 The minor's parent, stepparent, adoptive parent, 
legal guardian or foster parent.

 The minor's teacher.

 The minor's coach or instructor, whether the 
coach or instructor is an employee or volunteer.

 The minor's clergyman or priest.

 Engaged in a sexual or romantic relationship 
with the minor's parent, adoptive parent, legal 
guardian, foster parent or stepparent.



Position of Trust – 2 impacts

 Sexual Abuse (13-1404):  Do NOT have to show 

lack of consent for Vs 15 – 17

 Sexual Conduct with a Minor (13-1405):  Sex with 

a 15 – 17 year old elevated from a class 6 felony 

to a class 2 felony.

 Class 6:  .33 – 2 years DOC (85%) or probation.

 Class 2:  3 – 12.5 DOC (100%)



Possible Positions of Trust

 Other relatives

 Employers/bosses

 People > 10/15 years older than V



Pro Se Defendants

Should they be allowed to question victims?



Pro Se Defendants

 “The trial court invited the State to present 
evidence of trauma, but the State declined 
the opportunity. Without evidence showing 
that the child witnesses would suffer 
particular trauma from being personally 
cross-examined by Simcox, the trial court 
had no constitutional basis to restrict Simcox
from doing so. Thus, on this record, the trial 
court properly denied the State's request.”



Pro Se Defendants

FOOTNOTE:  “If the State subsequently 

discovers evidence that it believes would 

justify restricting Simcox's right to personally 

cross-examine the child witnesses, 

however, nothing in this opinion would 

preclude the State from making a new 

request to the trial court.”



ARS 13-4253, AZ Supreme Court 

1989

 An exception exists, we hold, under both the 

state and federal constitutions, where the state 

sustains its burden of proving by an 

individualized showing to the trial court that 

face-to-face testimony would so traumatize a 

child witness as to prevent the child from 

reasonably communicating.



Special Probation Terms

 White collar

 Sex Crimes

 Gang

 Computer



Sex Trafficking Probation Terms

 All sex offender and computer usage terms PLUS 

 Report any contact with law enforcement to the APD w/i 24 hours. 

 Submit to search and seizure of person or property by any peace, 
law enforcement, or probation officer with or without a search 

warrant.

 Not threaten, intimidate, harass or stalk anyone, including APD staff.

 Abide by any curfew imposed by the APD.

 Not enter any school grounds unless registered as a student at that 

school.



Sex Trafficking Probation Terms

 Obtain prior written approval of the APD before going within 500 

feet of any shelter, safe house, group home or similar facility.

 Not go to a hotel or motel without the prior written approval of APD.

 Not loiter in the area of 27th Ave btw Indian School and Northern.

 Participate in and successfully complete domestic violence 

counseling as approved by the APD. 

 Obtain prior written approval of the APD before making any 

changes in treatment or treatment providers. 

 Not contact or attempt to contact the victim(s) or the family of the 
victim(s) in person, through mail or electronic or telephonic means, 

or through third parties without the prior written approval of the 
Court or the APD.



Childhelp Clinical Services

Presented by:

Shefali Gandhi, PsyD



Agenda

• Role of Advocacy Centers

• Clinical Services Available

• Funding Sources

• Challenges for our Families



• Child & Family-appropriate facility to support victims and 

families as well as decrease traumatization associated 

with investigation and improve healing

• One-Stop Shop

– Coordinated Investigation Efforts of Child & Family 

Violence Crimes

– On-Site Services: Forensic Interviews, Forensic Medical 

Exams, Forensically-Sensitive Therapy & Victim Advocacy

– Facilitate case reviews to improve investigative outcomes

Advocacy Centers
Generally



Funding Sources

• Victims of Crime Act

– Clinical Services

– Advocacy Services

• Office for Victims of Crime

– Program for children victimized by Parental/Caregiver 

Substance Abuse 

• State Medicaid / CMDP (only therapy, not family services)

• Contracts with MCAO and Victim’s Compensation



The goal of the Childhelp Children’s Center 

is to provide advocacy and mental 

health services as well as coordinate 

efficient investigation resources and 

the MDT to address the immediate safety 

and complete well-being of children 

who are referred to the center

Advocacy Centers



Family Advocacy Resources



Importance of Advocacy

• In 2018

– 3 victim advocates

– 1695 clients

– 5086 services

• Victims NEED advocacy 

services

– Assess needs & 

challenges

– Provide referrals & 

resources

– Warm hand off to 

appropriate services

– FOLLOW UP



Clinical Services Available at Childhelp

• Forensically-Sensitive Clinical Services

• Trauma & Healing-Informed Care

• Integrated Mental Health Services 

– Sensory Modulation 

– In-Home Family Therapy

– On-Site Individual and Family Therapy



Clinical Services Available at Childhelp



Who we Serve

• In 2018, we had a total of 4339 therapy sessions for 

approximately 175 patients with a team of 7 full time 

therapists

• In 2019, so far through August we have had 2700 therapy 

sessions for approximately 130 patients with a team of 6 

full time therapists



Stats

• About 40% of the children seen in Clinical Services were 

victimized as a result of parental/caregiver substance 

abuse

• About 15% of these children live with grandparents

• About 40% of these children are in DCS custody



Risk

• Mental Illness

• Previous victimization

• Decreased cognitive abilities

• Different abilities or Developmental Delays

• Violence & Lack of Community support

• Poor access to housing, healthcare, resources, 
food, education, 

• Legal Involvement 
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Protective/Resiliency Factors

• Healthy Family Lifestyles

• Supportive Relationships

• Physically Healthy Families

• Community Support

• Basic needs are consistently met

• Access to adequate housing, healthcare, education, 

social services

• Ability to navigate resources
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Long term impact on children and 

adults

alcoholism and alcohol 

abuse  ​

illicit drug use ​

risk for intimate 

partner violence ​

eating disorders​

multiple sexual 

partners ​

smoking ​suicide 

attempts ​

depression ​

ischemic heart disease 

(IHD) ​

liver disease ​

sexually transmitted 

diseases (STDs) ​

obesity​

health-related quality 

of life

COPD



Social Implications

• Poverty

• Homelessness

• Domestic Violence

• Substance Abuse

• Child Abuse (perpetration)

It becomes a cycle of chronic social 

wellness challenges



Statewide ACEs/PCEs

• Collaborating with 12 other Advocacy centers across the 

state

• Collecting Adult ACEs and PCEs for parents of victims 

and adult victims

• Use the information to inform our practices

• Gain insight into the cyclical nature of family violence and 

SDOH



Director of Clinical Services: Shefali Gandhi

sgandhi@childhelp.org

Referrals: Andrea Perez 

aperez@Childhelp.org

Questions/Comments
Contact Information

mailto:sgandhi@childhelp.org
mailto:aperez@Childhelp.org


Founded in 1959

Childhelp Services

National Non-profit 
Organization

THE CHILDHELP STORY

Childhelp 
Speak Up Be Safe





Prevention Education

Keeping Children SafePrevention Education
is the Key to 

Ending Child Abuse

Child Abuse Epidemic



The Child Abuse Epidemic
FIVE TOO MANY

In the United 
States, an average 
of five children die 
every day from 
abuse or neglect.

Every year more 
than 3 million 
reports of child 
abuse are made in 
the United States.



Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Administration for Children and Families, 

Administration on Children, Youth and Families, 

Children’s Bureau. (2015). Child Maltreatment 2013.

<1-3 Years, 33.4%

4-7 Years, 23.3%

8-11 Years, 18.8%

12-15 Years, 17.8%

16-17 
Years, 
6.3%

Unknown, 0.4%
3 Years 6.4%

2 Years 7.0%

1 Years 7.4%

< 1 Year 12.6%

Child Maltreatment by Age



90%
KNOWN & 
TRUSTED

WHO ARE 

OFFENDERS?

5%
CONCEALED 
INTENTIONS

80%
EXPLICIT



The Childhelp Approach 
to Ending Child Abuse

• Prevention Education

• Intervention

• Direct Treatment

• Community Outreach

• Advocacy and Legislation



GET HELP
Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline 

The Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline is a 24-
hour hotline with resources to aid in every child 
abuse situation.

All calls are anonymous and confidential. 

Call 1-800-4-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4453) for help.



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

• Focuses on child safety and child abuse prevention

• Promotes the development of working alliances 
with the broader community

• Incorporates clear evaluation standards



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe Prevention Education 
Curriculum helps children and teens learn the skills 
to identify, prevent and interrupt all forms of child 
abuse – physical abuse, emotional abuse, and 
sexual abuse, as well as neglect, bullying, 
cyberbullying and internet safety.



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

The program uses an ecological approach.   
providing materials to engage parents and 
caregivers, teachers, school administrators and 
community stakeholders.



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

In addition to increasing children’s abilities to 
recognize unsafe situations or abusive behaviors 
and building resistance skills, lessons focus on 
helping children build a responsive safety network 
with peers and adults that the child identifies as 
safe.



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

• Evidence-Informed, Developmentally Appropriate

• Comprehensive Pre-K - 12th Grade Curriculum

• Incorporates clear evaluation standards

• Two lessons per grade level, 30-45 minutes each



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

• Based on Best Practices Research in:

• Child Development, Learning Styles

• Social Psychology

• Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention



What’s Included in the Curriculum?



Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe
Prevention Education Curriculum

Age-Appropriate Lessons

Reinforcement Activities

Take Home Materials

Parent Engagement

Facilitator Training

Resources



The Five Big Ideas

Safety
You deserve 
to be safe

There are 
safe adults

Child safety is an 
adult responsibility

Five Childhelp 
Speak Up Be Safe 
safety rules



Emotional, 
Physical, 

Sexual Abuse
Neglect Bullying, 

Cyberbullying

Internet & 
Cellphone 

Safety



FIVE CHILDHELP SPEAK UP BE SAFE SAFETY RULES



PRE-K – 3rd GRADES RESISTANCE STRATEGIES

Use your words Get away Stay away



FIVE CHILDHELP SPEAK UP BE SAFE SAFETY PRINCIPLES



4th - 12th GRADES RESISTANCE STRATEGIES

R = run E = escape S = scream I = ignore S = stay away T = tell an adult





Involving Safe Adults



Measuring the Impact of 
Prevention Education



CALL TO ACTION

www.childhelp.org/speakupbesafe
www.speakupbesafe.org 

info@speakupbesafe.org


